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50 organisations and experts sound alarm over shrinking access to 

environmental justice 

The UK has a proud, long history of thriving civil society groups and organisations coming 

together to protect nature and the environment. One of the ways we have done this is 

through the legal system, by successfully holding public and private bodies to account for 

environmental harms. The primary mechanism by which the decisions and actions of public 

bodies have been scrutinised in the courts is through the process of judicial review (JR).    

The UK is signatory to the UNECE Aarhus Convention – an international treaty that enables 

people, communities and organisations to access environmental justice when needed. In 

the UK, it works by limiting the costs a claimant must pay to a public body if they take an 

environmental judicial review to court and lose (so-called adverse costs). The cap, set at 

£5k for individuals and £10k for community groups and NGOs, is vital for enabling civil 

society and communities to make sure the government is acting lawfully.   

In 2023, Foodrise challenged the government on the climate impact of the UK-Australia 

trade deal. The High Court granted the case Aarhus costs protection, but the government 

successfully appealed the judge's decision to grant the costs cap on the grounds the 

legislation being challenged was about tariffs rather than environmental issues - 

despite Foodrise bringing the case because of climate concerns. As a result, Foodrise lost 

their Aarhus cost cap.   

While this is regrettable for Foodrise’s specific case, the repercussion of this ruling is 

already being felt across the environmental movement. This is because the Aarhus 

Convention costs regime provides a crucial degree of certainty that enables organisations 

to plan, budget and bring cases of wide public importance, when there are harms to the 

environment. The ruling has narrowed the scope of what classifies as an environmental 

case in the eyes of the law and legal routes to environmental justice have been curbed.   

Foodrise, with the support of our allies in the environmental sector, decided to appeal the 

Court of Appeal’s judgment to the Supreme Court, which is hearing the appeal on 11 June 

2026. We have taken this important step because accessing the legal system is a 

critical component of our work and the work of others on behalf of the needs and rights of 

wider society and nature.    

We are deeply worried that the vibrant, active civil society necessary for defending nature 

will be minimised if Aarhus costs protection is limited. We are therefore looking to the 

Supreme Court to recognise the significance of this critical issue and ensure environmental 

justice is maintained by reversing the Court of Appeal’s ruling.   

Signed, 

Carina Millstone, Executive Director, Foodrise   
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Sarah Williams, Director of Strategic Partnerships, Green Alliance 

Robin Pierro, CEO, Environmental Law Foundation 

Kyle Lischak, Head of UK, ClientEarth 

Asad Rehman, Chief Executive, Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

Jack Robirosa, Legal counsel, Greenpeace UK 

Kate Norgrove, Executive Director of Conservation, Advocacy and Policy, WWF-UK 

Chris Packham, Broadcaster & environmental campaigner 

George Monbiot, Writer and environmental activist 

Joan Edwards OBE, Director Policy and Public Affairs, The Wildlife Trusts  

Kath Dalmeny, Chief Executive, Sustain: The alliance for better food and farming 

Rebecca Sunter, Interim Executive Director, Eating Better  

Debbie Tripley, Global Director of Campaigns and Advocacy, Compassion in World Farming 

Maya Pardo, Campaign Lead, Communities Against Factory Farming 

Jonathan Worthy-Pauling, Director, Pesticide Action Network UK 

Shane Holland, Executive Chairman, Slow Food in the UK 

Sandy Luk, Chief Executive, Marine Conservation Society 

Richard Benwell, Chief Executive, Wildlife & Countryside Link  

Nida Al-Fulaij, CEO, People’s Trust for Endangered Species 

Kit Stoner, Chief Executive, Bat Conservation Trust 

Joe Irving, Tipping Point UK 

Aoife O’Leary, CEO, Opportunity Green 

Dale Vince OBE, Founder, Green Britain Foundation 

Dr Anna Watson, Director of Policy and Advocacy, CHEM Trust 

Abigail Penny, Animal Equality UK 

Juliet Michaelson, Co-Director, Possible 

Robert Fraser, Executive Director, Real Farming Trust 

Jenny Hawley, Policy & Advocacy Manager, Plantlife  

Emma Dearnaley, Head of Legal, River Action UK 



 

Published 26th May 2026   
 

Dr Tom Appleby, Head of Governance and Legal Affairs, Blue Marine Foundation 

Gemma Hoskins, Global Climate Director, Mighty Earth 

Alec Taylor, Director of Policy and Research, Oceana UK 

Chris Madden, Head of Global Advocacy, Blue Ventures 

David Johnson, Programme Director, Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) UK 

Tom Wills, Director, Trade Justice Movement  

Almuth Ernsting, Co-Director, Biofuelwatch 

Nick Dearden, Director, Global Justice Now 

Rory Cardy, Director, Bank for Nature 

The Landworkers’ Alliance 

Laura Lisa Hellwig, Managing Director and Head of Campaigns, Viva! 

Suzanne Dhaliwal, Director, Climate Reframe  

Dr Justin Neal, Head of Legal, WildFish 

Martin Lines, CEO, Nature Friendly Farming Network 

Dr Andrew Impey, Chief Executive, Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

Chloe Smee, Programme Lead, Sustainable Food Places 

Liz Webster, Founder, Save British Farming 

Jamie Peters, Interim CEO, Public Law Project 

Karin Dubsky, Founder, Coastwatch 

Jonathan Colchester, Chair, Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales 

Julia Kirby-Smith, Executive Director, Better Food Traders 

 


